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Preface

The present volume represents a collection of studies focusing either on
(neuro-)psychological analyses of semiotic topics, or on semiotic anal-
yses of {neuro-)psychological issues. All authors have repeatedly dealt
with related problems, though probably under different perspectives,
and with different detail emphases.

In compiling this volume, an attempt has been made to put together
representative studies dealing with various semiotic issues: thus, sem-
iotic and semiogenetic questions will be examined, equally taking into
consideration phylogenesis, ontogenesis, pathogenesis, and actual gene-
sis. Furthermore, different sign systems are taken into account, starting
from an analysis of single signs, to the textual level, including the loss
of semiotic capability and the acquisition of a new (additional) sign
system (i.e., a second language).

Taking into account not only this overall variety of thematic inter-
ests, but also the authors’ divergent fields of research, their educational
and philosophical background, it goes without saying that the present
can be no homogeneous volume. In fact, the articles may be considered
extremely heterogeneous in many respects. Homogeneity, however, has
never been the aim of the present volume which, instead, aims to draw
attention to a promising field of research. The leading idea to the
present volume was twofold: firstly, the volume aims to initiate a di-
alogue between those (at least geographically quite separate) scholars
working on related topics; and secondly, a wider audience may even-
tually direct its atiention to this field of research, worth being tackled
meore systematically in future.

I am very grateful for Ruth Wiles’ excellent work in editing all
English translations of the Russian texts. Due to various reasons, the
production of this volume has taken several years. This is most unusual
under normal circumstances; I therefore wish to express my sincere
gratefulness to all authors for their understanding and patience. [
honestly hope the result will justify their expectations.

Peter Grzybek, Groz
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